
International Course on   
Desert Ecosystems and 

Society

The course will discuss relationships between living 
systems, geology, hydrology and desert ecology. 

Connections between natural systems, people, nature 
conservation and policy will be studied.

www.adssc.org

http://www.adssc.org/


Academic Course on Desert Ecology and Nature 
Conservation

This five-day course will focus on the impacts geology, geomorphology and 
hydrology have on ecology. The course will link the understanding of structure 
and function of desert ecosystems, to human needs and pressures, to nature 

conservation and desert management. 

For more information, please contact our course coordinator:
Elli Groner elli@adssc.org tel: +972545969576

We are offering a 5 day academic seminar, guided by our
expert researchers, for international B.Sc. and M.Sc.
students with a background in biology, geology,
geography, environmental studies. The seminar includes
field trips, evening lectures, advanced interactive learning,
a research project and a unique social experience.

Staff members: Dr. Yaron Finzi - Geophysics and Tectonics; Dr. Yoav Avni – Geomorphology, Dr. 
Avshalom Babad – Hydrology; Dr. Noa Avriel-Avni - Education and Botany;  Dr. Assaf Tsoar – Nature 
Conservation, Dr. Miri Lavie,  Dr. Elli Groner – Desert Ecology. 

The curriculum objectives of the seminar:
• Understand the concept of the “system 

view of life”;
• Understand the links between geology, 

ecosystem and anthropology; 
• Study the basics of desert ecology;
• Conduct a small-scale research project;
• Understand the link between basic 

ecology, conservation and policy. 

Main subjects to be studied:
• Deserts of the world;
• Geology, geomorphology and hydrology of the 

desert;
• Basic desert ecology including plant and animal 

adaptations to the desert; 
• Anthropology of the deserts throughout time;
• Conservation and management of desert 

ecosystems. 

Package includes:
5 days/4 nights half board accommodation at 3 star hotels, full guided tours, all lectures and 
seminars, transportation, site entrance fees
Not included: lunches, private expenses, travel insurance, flights, local tips
The courses are scheduled to take place in the winter months between November and April and 
can accommodate between 15 to 30 students per course.
Estimated cost: €700 per student

The course studies the formation of a large erosional crater and the effects of geology on desert
floods and water availability. We then teach basic desert ecology and the difference between
arid and hyper-arid ecology. The course examines how humanity has used and misused the
desert throughout history and discusses nature conservation policies.
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