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ABSTRACT
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Erosion crater The erosional crater (makhtesh) is a unique natural phenomenon in which a valley surrounded by cliffs
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forms at the crest of an anticline. The term makhtesh was introduced in the mid-20th century and was
developed since then primarily based on the characteristics of the three largest erosional craters of the
Negev desert in Israel. In this article, we review craters and crater-like structures in Israel and around
the world in order to challenge the existing definition. We show that the diversity and richness of the
characteristics of erosional craters extend far beyond those observed in the Negev, and therefore we
propose that the definition of the term 'makhtesh' should be revised and updated.

An extended abstract in English is available here: .1
http://www.adssc.org/sites/default/files/Finzi Y and [.Ryvkin2016The erosional crater.pdf
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